
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY OF MEETING –MARCH 28, 2019 
(Please visit the WPS website for detailed and official meeting minutes.) 

 

 
 Student Representative to the School Committee (SC), Scotty Cameron, reported on academic, athletic and 

extracurricular activities at Walpole High School (WHS). 

 The SC unanimously voted to approve an out-of-state field trip for Grade 2 Fisher School students to the Roger 

Williams Zoo, Providence, RI on May 31, 2019. 

 Dr. Bridget Gough discussed changes being made to the Five Year Strategic Plan.  Members of the four subgroups are 

meeting to finalize their goals, objectives and action plans.  The revised Strategic Plan will be provided to the SC at 

their April 11th meeting for a first reading. 

 The SC plans a Goals Workshop Meeting in place of the regular May 30, 2019 SC Meeting. 

 Interviews for the Fisher School Principal were held on Tuesday, March 19th.  We are grateful to Dr. Kenney who 

chaired the Principal Search.  Finalists will be announced the week of April 22, 2019.  Parent and teacher forums with 

the finalists will be held during the week of April 22, 2019. 

 Bird Middle School interviews were held on Monday, March 25th.  Thank you to Mr. Friscia who chaired this search.  

Dr. Lynch and Dr. Gough will conduct finalist interviews, reference and background checks the week of April 1, 

2019.  The finalists will be presented in student, parent and teacher forums on April 10, 2019. 

 The SC unanimously approved the recommended appointment of Mr. William Hahn to the position of Assistant 

Superintendent of Schools effective July 1. Mr. Hahn proved himself to be the best candidate after a rigorous 

interview process of many highly qualified and credentialed applicants. He is currently principal of Johnson Middle 

School. Mr. Hahn has been a key participant in constructing of the District's successful Statement of Interest grant 

application to the Massachusetts School Building Authority. The study will explore our middle school building needs. 

Mr. Hahn has led his colleagues and spearheaded initiatives like response to intervention, project based learning, safe 

schools, and helped oversee numerous curriculum updates. He has shown himself to be a student centered, 

compassionate educational leader with an outstanding work ethic, and unimpeachable integrity. We are very excited 

for the contributions he will make to Walpole's students success in his new role. 

 After the meeting, school leaders learned that the Finance Committee voted to recommend to Town Meeting the 

Walpole Public Schools budget. The budget includes level services, including the addition of $223,000 to fund 

enhancements recommended by the SC. Enhancements will fund 2 elementary school counselors who will augment 

the supports in place to serve the social emotional learning needs of our students. 

 This addition will also mean a reduction in the cost of full day kindergarten tuition from $3,000 to $1,800 

next year. The school budget will now move to Town Meeting for a final vote on May 6. We are very 

grateful for collaborative work undertaken by the staff and administration of the Walpole Public Schools, 

the leadership of Town Administrator Jim Johnson, the Board of Selectmen, as well as the vote of 

confidence by the Finance Committee. The SC will give a comprehensive budget update at our next 

school Committee meeting on April 11.  

 A Secondary School Building Subcommittee Meeting was held on Tuesday, March 19th.  The middle school MSBA 

guidelines were discussed and tasks assigned for guideline requirements.  The Committee plans to meet again on 

Tuesday, April 2nd. The SC will be updated regularly. 

 The SC discussed a Rail Safety Meeting held this week at the Boyden Elementary School.  The trains were proposed 

to begin running in May, but the start has been postponed until September, 2019.   

Some safety facts provided by the MBTA officials: 
 Tracks are private property – be safe and don’t trespass. 

 Do not play or walk on railroad tracks or bridges. 

 It is not safe to walk between the cars of standing trains. 

 Stay out of railroad tunnels. 

 Watch for railroad signs and lights. 

 Only cross at marked crossings.  

 Walk bicycles across after looking both ways. 

 Listen for train whistles and bells. 

 If you are in a car stuck on the tracks, get out fast and move far away. 

 The next regular SC Meeting will be Thursday, April 11, 2019 at the Walpole Public Library. 


